
PARROT WITNESS 

By Chad Fogland

INT. COURTROOM

JUDGE
Call your witness, Mr. Prosecutor.

PROSECUTOR
I call to the stand, Joey the 
Parrot.

GUARD brings JOEY the parrot to the stand.

GUARD
Do you swear to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, so help you God?

JOEY
So help me God.

PROSECUTOR
Joey, I understand that you were 
there the night of the murder of 
your owner, Alice Jones?

JOEY
There the night of the murder.

PROSECUTOR
And you saw those responsible for 
the murder of Alice Jones?

JOEY
Saw hose responsible for the murder 
of Alice Jones.

COUNSELOR
Objection your honor.  Prosecution 
is leading the witness.

PROSECUTOR
Your honor, I was only questioning 
my witness, who I may add is a bird- 
A simple creature.

JUDGE
Overruled.  However, watch 
yourself, Mr. Prosecutor.



PROSECUTOR
Yes, your honor.  Please let the 
record show that Joey has admitted 
to being there at the time of the 
murder.

JOEY
There the time of the murder.

PROSECUTOR
Your witness, Mr. Counselor.

COUNSELOR
Ha!  This will be quick.

COUNSELOR approaches the witness stand.

COUNSELOR (CONT’D)
Joey, you killed Alice Jones.

JOEY
You killed Alice Jones.

Gasps from the courtroom.

COUNSELOR
No, no!  YOU killed her.

JOEY
YOU killed her.

COUNSELOR
NO!  This isn’t working- I am not a 
murderer.

JOEY
Murderer.

More gasps.

JUDGE
Order in the court.  Mr. Counselor, 
I hope you realize the trouble this 
witness is causing you... 
Personally.

COUNSELOR
I didn’t do it!  This is 
ridiculous!  Why would I kill Alice 
Jones?

JOEY
Why would I kill Alice Jones?
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JUDGE
The witness has a point, why would 
a parrot kill its owner, the person 
who feed it and cared for it’s well-
being?

COUNSELOR
Your honor, I was merely trying to 
show that this witness is invalid.  
He is a parrot that does nothing 
but repeat what he hears.  
Obviously, the prosecutor knows how 
to manipulate the creature!  
Claiming that this bird is a 
creditable witness is as absurd as 
suggesting that my client Kevin 
Donaldson murdered Alice Jones!

JOEY
Kevin Donaldson murdered Alice 
Jones!

Gasps, KEVIN jumps from his seat.

KEVIN
That’s right! I did it! You fucking 
bird!  I’ll fuck you up for this!  
You son of a bitch!

JUDGE bangs his gavel, GUARD drags KEVIN out of the 
courtroom.

JUDGE
Order in the court!  Order!

PROSECUTOR
Your honor, need we waste any more 
of the tax payers money?

JUDGE
Agreed.  Case Closed!

COUNSELOR
What?! Your honor this is a 
mistrial!

(Pointing at Joey)
This bird has no business in the 
courtroom- He’s a wild animal!  
He’d rather kill you and eat your 
flesh!
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JOEY
(Pointing at Counselor)

He’d rather kill you and eat your 
flesh!

JUDGE
Is that so?!  Mr. Counselor, I have 
had it with you!  Guard, put the 
Counselor under arrest.  The 
charge: Attempted murder of a judge- 
me!

GUARD takes COUNSELOR away.

JUDGE (CONT’D)
What a day.

JOEY
What a day.

JUDGE
You can say that again.

JOEY
You can say that again.

JUDGE
Haha, What a day.

JOEY
What a day.

JUDGE
You can say that again.

JOEY
You can say that again.

Slow fade as JUDGE and JOEY continue.

END
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